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[Justice Bible Studies] Developed by Caroline Lancaster and Diana Collymore with contributions from many. 
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[bookmark: _7x1l5kctfn5f]Study 0: Let’s Talk about Justice
This study is not required, but it might be helpful to buy you some time if you are still advertising and inviting students and faculty to your study. The hope of week 0 is to build relationships and stir initial conversations about justice.
[bookmark: _3alnjud3437p]Welcome + Introductions
· Share InterVarsity vision
· Introduce JBS theme - What does the bible have to say about justice? 
· Pastoral word about different backgrounds entering into conversation. Example: “We’re all coming into this space at different levels of engaging in conversations about justice. For some of you, this may be your first faith-based justice discussion. I encourage you to enter into this conversation with curiosity!”
· Connect this study to current events. Example: “We hope that this space would be one where we could process the violence against Asian Americans, police brutality, or ---- and honestly ask where God is in the midst of this.”
[bookmark: _yp7zndafnug]Discuss 
Pick ONE option based on what you think would fit your group:
· What made you interested in coming to small group this semester?
· How has justice/injustice in the world been impacting you?
· How have you been engaging or seen others engaging around the concept of justice?
[bookmark: _z1qrb45t4vn]
Watch + Discuss
The Bible Project Video on Justice (~6min)
As you watch, take some notes on what surprises you or stands out to you. What is new to you? What do you want to engage with more? Choose a few of the questions below to discuss: 
· Do you think God cares about the injustice in the world? Why or how?
· How does this concept of justice differ from how you individually or we as a society think about justice?
· How can we be advocating for the vulnerable?
· Where do you as a student/young person find yourself in places of power? How can you serve rather than oppress people who are in those spaces with you?
Be directive. If there are long pauses, then call on specific people to answer
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[bookmark: _7bqtyl38absz]Summary
We saw in this video that justice is a lifestyle rather than a one-time thing. It is also meant to be a vehicle of restoration, demonstrating the love of Christ rather than simply punishment for those who do wrong. We’ll spend the next 7 weeks seeing what God says about justice and how we live it out in our day to day lives. I hope that by the end we have moved towards being a more just community both within and outside of our small group!
[bookmark: _gz33ycxh7kun]Closing Prayer & Announcements
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